The role of nurses in managing patients with heart failure.
Heart failure is a clinical syndrome caused by a reduction in the heart's ability to pump blood around the body. The prevalence of heart failure due to coronary heart disease (CHD) is increasing, despite the declining overall mortality from CHD. This is thought to be due to both an ageing population and to more people surviving acute heart attacks but then experiencing residual left ventricular dysfunction (Department of Health, 2002). The National Service Framework for Coronary Heart Disease (DoH, 2002) sets out clear standards for the treatment of patients with heart failure.